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Tealsyn Kitchen, 2, models a Matilda 
Jane dress with an iridescent backpack, 
$46, from Haute Stuff  Boutique with 
her grandmother's dog, Sacsha. 

Read more about back to school 
fashion picks from Haute Stuff  
Boutique on pages 12-13.
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August is definitely the Dog Days of  
Summer in Southeast Texas. We feel the 
Texas humility as my great aunt used to say. 
It’s time for sending kids back to school 
and getting ready for football season.

In the August issue of  Greater Baytown 
magazine, you will find articles about all of  
the above.

Lou Sisk is featured in a story by Justa 
Lanie Garrett for her animal rescue work 
(pages 4-6). 

Christina Putnam brings you the latest 
in school supply shopping for those who 
must take the back-to-school purchasing 
plunge (page 8).

Putnam also details the best dog-friendly 
area of  greater Baytown (page 10).

Eleska Aubespin tells a great story of  
dogs she has owned in “My Dog Days of  
Summer” (pages 14-15)

Read about Nelda Garcia’s Fitbit challenge 
written by Christopher James (pages 16-17).

Wazabi Sushi Bar can be seen in Preslie 
Cox’ photo feature on pages 18-19.  The 

food looks so good you 
will want to appreciate the 
culinary art of  restaurant 
owner/operator Michelle 
Jiron before taking a bite. She 
is pictured making a large 
sashimi, the chef ’s choice of  
20 pieces of  variety fish.

Michael Pineda brings 
you an update on former 
Robert E. Lee High School 
football player Jarvis Moore 
in “Where are they now?” 

(page 28)
The Baytown Project is back with David 

Berkowitz feature of  three Baytonians. (pages 
30-32) His writing is always an intriguing 
cross-section of  life in greater Baytown.

Learn 10 things you didn’t know about 
Goose Creek Consolidated Independent 
School District Police Chief  Athony Alfaro 
on page 35. GCCISD is lucky to have him.

We hope you enjoy Greater Baytown in 
August.
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A passion for

Growing up, Lou Sisk was surrounded by 
rescue animals. Her father, a superintendent for 
the city of  Mesa, Arizona where she grew up, 
ran the parks and recreation department, along 
with the animal shelter. “Whether my mom liked 
it or not,” Lou says, her father brought home 
cats, but mostly dogs to clean up and get ready 
to hopefully be adopted.

Lou’s regular involvement with animal rescue 
began about 8-10 years ago when she lost her 
lab. She, a Baytown resident, began visiting 
the local shelter, “just looking.” At the time, 
she felt she couldn’t find a dog “that I thought 
was going to replace my girl.” But as time 
progressed, she became moved by the plight of  
these animals, and decided to post pictures of  
them on her Facebook page.

Not long after, Lou began fostering animals 
for a group called IDog, a nonprofit rescue 
located in Houston. The organization provides 
foster homes for dogs needing to be adopted, 
helps dogs find homes, and even helps owners 
who need to “rehome” there animals for a 
variety of  reasons. Lou eventually adopted a 
couple dogs from the organization and has taken 
in a couple “foster failures,” which means they 
weren’t able to find a home for the animal. 

Meanwhile, Lou continued to post pictures of  
the Baytown shelter animals on Facebook and 
her connections spread like wildfire. “As people 
would see me put dogs up, then other people 
would start friending me,” she says. Eventually, 
Lou started her own non-profit called, Friends 
of  Baytown Animal Shelter. Per their Facebook 
page, “we are a non-profit 501c3 rescue that 
helps Baytown and surrounding communities 
rehome and save as many dogs from entering 
the shelters as possible. We help vaccinate and 
spay/neuter owned animals when our funds 
allow.” The page has over 6,000 followers and is 
a successful resource in trying to find homes for 
rescues.

Lou’s involvement goes beyond helping the 
Baytown shelter. The Mont Belvieu shelter has 
her on speed dial, as well. She’s still involved 
with IDog and also has connections to rescues 
in the Houston area, including groups dedicated 
to specific breeds. She’s so entrenched in the 
cause that she occasionally has strangers show 

Lou Sisk holds her most recent rescue puppy, 
Sophie, who is 3-4 months old and was 
pulled from Baytown Animal Control.

By Justa Lanie Garrett

pooches
Baytown woman is dedicated dog rescuer
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up at her door with strays. She even does medical intervention in her 
home. Her pool, at times, has been known to house physical therapy 
sessions for dogs. Simply put, Lou is devoted.

Lou currently has five animals, two of  which are “failed fosters,” and 
they will probably stay with her. One of  the fosters is a chihuahua. Lou 
says she took her because she was on the “’E’ list,” meaning she would be 
euthanized. Come to find out, the dog was pregnant and gave birth to six 
puppies. Sadly, the puppies didn’t survive, and the mother became deathly 
ill because of  a liver shunt. But thankfully, Lou was able to help nurse 
her back to health. And though her life may not be as long as it could be 
due to other health issues, the dog is happy and cared-for. Lou also has 
a sheepdog who wasn’t ever adoptable because she wouldn’t warm up to 
anyone. But after Lou spent some time with her, the dog chose her as her 
owner. Lou says she’s “the only one that can touch her.” These are just a 
couple of  the many sacrificial rescue stories Lou has to offer.

Because of  her father, most of  Lou’s family has animals or is in the 
“business” of  rescue. Lou is continuing the tradition and has helped ignite 
a passion for the cause in her eight-year-old granddaughter. Lou began 
bringing her to the shelter as an infant when she began taking pictures of  
the animals to post on Facebook.  Lou says, her granddaughter is “very 
into rescue,” and “thinks she owns [the Baytown Animal Shelter] when 
she goes in there.”

While Lou is dedicated to the cause, she admits she has to step back at 
times. She says, “sometimes it’s too busy.” She can receive up to twenty 
calls a day regarding animals that need to be rescued. “Some I can help. 
Some I can’t,” she admits. She knows she can’t save them all but is willing 
to help others make connections with groups that can help. Sabbaticals 
and boundaries are needed because she says, “you get burnt out really 
quick.” But whenever a break is needed, she takes it. She stays off  
Facebook, turns off  her phone, and heads to the beach with her family.

Clockwise: Lou Sisk takes a photo of a dog at Baytown 
Animal Control to network it for rescue. Lou's 8 year old 
granddaughter, Ava, holds a rescue kitten. Lou talks to a dog 
at Baytown Animal Control who is available for adoption 
or rescue. Sophie is a recent rescue puppy Lou saved from 
Baytown Animal Control. 

Photos by Preslie Cox
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“Still sits the school-house by the road, A 
ragged beggar sleeping....” wrote Quaker poet and 
abolitionist John Greenleaf  Whittier in his 1870 
poem, “In School-Days." In the poem, an old man 
reminisces about his fondness for his younger 
days and what it meant to be in love. All summer 
long, local "schoolhouses” have been sleeping, and 
reenergizing while waiting for the students who will 
fill the rooms with brand new pencils, paper, crayons, 
and ...anticipation.

Local area school students from public and 
private schools in the Baytown area comprise a 
group of  more than 30,000 strong, and providing 
these students with school supplies, transportation, 
clothing, and emotional support employs the 
resources of  many retailers in the area. According to 
the National Retail Federation (NRF), public school 
and college students will have more than 82 million 
spent on preparing them for the 2018-2019 school 
year. The per student spending for the upcoming 
season, estimated by the NRF to be $684.79, 
decreased from the 2017-2018 estimate by $2.93. In 
the Baytown area, that indicates at least 20 million 
dollars will be spent in local retail establishments like 
Kroger, HEB, Target, Walmart, Walgreens, CVS and 
budget dollar retailers. Concerned parents who are 
unsure of  requirements for each school should visit 
a school's website for back-to-school supply lists and 
notices.  

The most expensive chunk of  the back-to-school 
budget is normally spent on clothing—$236.90. 
Shoppers also can plan to pay $187.10 on electronics, 
the cost of  which continues to rise. New shoes, 
not necessarily designer ones, are estimated to cost 
$138.66, and the traditional needs of  students like 
pens, pencils, crayons, paper, notebooks, backpacks, 
lunchboxes, and Kleenex are the smallest portion 
of  the back-to-school budget at a little more than 
$122. Mark Matthews, the NRF Vice President of  
Research, revealed new data indicating that “items 
like laptops, tablets, and smartphones are now an 
everyday part of  household life and aren't necessarily 

a purchase parents save for the start of  the school 
year.” College students, however, spend slightly more 
than public school students for electronics, almost 
$230. 

Traditionally, school supplies begin populating 
local retail shelves shortly after all the July 4th 
specialty items disappear into the clearance racks. 
Parents needing help with the cost of  the supplies 
for GCCISD elementary students can spend $35 
for a calendar year, according to the district website, 
to pay for supplies. Barbers Hill charges $20.00 for 
some elementary grades to pay for student agendas, 
construction paper, pencils, and handbooks, and an 
additional $5.00 party fee for some grade levels. 

Several retail chains in the Baytown area have 
recently plumped their shelves with tools needed for 
‘reading, writing, and 'rithmetic,’ while also offering 
curbside pickup for all store items. Shelly Black from 
the Kroger store on Highway146 and Alexander 
Drive revealed that school-related items had been 
stocked in the seasonal aisles the second week of  
July. The Kroger store on Garth Road currently 
offers ClickList curbside pickup, and Black stated 
the Alexander store begins offering the service in 
August. Maria Christina Tremock, a Target employee, 
stated that Target also began stocking back-to-school 
supplies the second week of  July, and that Target 
offers a Drive-Up service for customer convenience.

Stephanie Houston, a co-manager at the Baytown 
Walmart, says that Walmart began stocking materials 
on July 5th, and that at the beginning of  the fall 
shopping frenzy that they "bulk-up on staff  “to meet 
the needs of  the school season for their curbside 
service. "Many of  our customers now shop online 
and can pick up their items later here at the store.”

The Baytown schoolhouses sitting lonely by the 
side of  the road won't be waiting much longer. 
Goose Creek C.I.S.D welcomes students Tuesday, 
August 28, and Barbers Hill I.S.D opens its doors 
Thursday, August 16. One day these students will 
reminisce about their own schooldays, perhaps from 
the coming semesters.

There is currently no waiting on school supply 
aisles at the Kroger store at Highway 146 and 

Alexander Drive.

By Christina Putnam

Everything needed for 
Back-to-School



9Greater Baytown August 2018



10Greater Baytown August 2018

Puppy love for Baytown residents seems to be increasing at least by a 
tail wag or two. The local Bark Park, nestled near the Jenkins Park baseball 
field, pavilion, and basketball courts at 4434 Crosby Cedar Bayou Road, 
is a safe haven for dogs of  all sizes. To avoid any canine chaos, however, 
rules are posted to keep pets and their owners safe in the environment, 
secure in the health of  the area, and happy-go-lucky in leisure puppy 
pursuits.

Bark Park rules, posted near the entrance to the facility, state that all 
dogs must be leashed when entering and leaving the park. The entrance, 
a double-gated enclosure, is near the doggie water fountain, and provides 
access to the two enclosures, one for large dogs and one for small dogs. 
Each park has plenty of  room for running, playing ball, interacting with 
other dogs, and discovering pooch-friendly spaces.

All dogs must be leashed when entering the park, must have current 
rabies vaccinations, and must sport collars with current rabies tags while 
in the park, and owners should carry copies of  current rabies vaccination 
information while inside the park. Dog owners are also resposible for the 
actions and behavior of  their pets at all times, as all dogs should never be 
left unattended while inside the park. Puppies under four months of  age 
and dogs in heat are prohibited. For more specific definitions of  the rules, 

visit the park website or stop by for an informal, self-designed tour. 
On a recent visit, Katie and Chase Tompkins stopped by the Bark Park 

with their three dogs, Max, Maya, and Brandy. Dalmatian Maya's photo 
had been featured in a Houston Chronicle website article when he recently 
participated in the Houston World Series of  dog shows that attracted 
40,000 participants. 

Carley Cates, who had arrived at the Jenkins Park with her friend, Justin 
Arnett, and two of  her dogs, revealed that on a warm Sunday evening in 
July after the author's visit, a total of  20 dogs with their owners arrived to 
enjoy a romp at Jenkins Park. Cates came to the Bark Park with her pets 
about 7 p.m. when the air had cooled down in the evening. 

Other pooch friendly places in the Baytown area include Motel 6 and La 
Quinta Inns, which don't charge pet fees, and local pet department stores. 
According to the website Bring Fido, Panera, Fluffy's Tacos, Schlotzsky's 
and Five Guys restaurants welcome canine customers with their owners 
because dogs usually don't arrive without one.

For those readers concerned about equal spaces for felines, the Houston 
area offers a few cat-friendly cafes. For the closest cat park, however, 
Kennedy Park in Lima, Peru, might be a little too far to go.

Max guards his ball in the tunnel at the Baytown Bark Park.

Photo courtesy of Katie Tompkins

Prabhu Kavoor arrives for an afternoon romp at the Bark Park 
with his dog, Joey.

Photo by Christina Putnam

By Christina Putnam

Dog-friendly digs in Baytown
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back to school
f a s h i o n

Left photo: Zoee Landriault models a Struck in Love stripped dress, $36. Top center: Zoee 
wears Erimish stack bracelets, $7 each, and Erimish tassel earrings, $28. Bottom center: 
Sydney Phillips models a Let's Do This Boys tee, $29. Top right: Sydney models a Buddy 
Love Texas tee, $40, and Camo Crop Joggers, $48. Far right: Zoee models an All with 
Hope Swiss Dot top, $44, Dear John  white crop pants, $79, and gray peep toe flats, $39.

Photos by Preslie Cox

Haute Stuff  is a lifestyle boutique located at 911 Massey Tompkins Road, Baytown, TX 77521.
For more information please call 281-428-8801 or visit www.hautestufftx.com.
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Ever since I was a child, I had pets.
Over the years, my entourage has included gold fish, a turtle, hamster, 

rabbits, and cats. 
But the pet that has remained part of  my household zoo is a dog – well, 

several dogs.
To be honest, I can’t seem to get enough of  owning dogs and given 

that this time of  year is known as the “dog days” of  summer, what better 
subject to write about than my love of  them.

It all started as a present from my dad.  He brought to our home a 
Beagle and I appropriately named him Snoopy (after the famous comic 
strip Peanuts). 

I was too little to remember how it came to be, but I had snapshots of  
Snoopy sitting in my lap as a 2- or 3-year-old.  He was gentle, kind and 
adorable.

Next came my Cocker Spaniel, Uke (pronounced U-kee), which didn’t 
last long because my mom was never fond of  animals.  Ultimately, he was 
given to my grandmother instead. He was a beautiful reddish color and I 
remember his long spaniel ears and how he loved to follow me around, as 
most dogs do.

Somehow, dogs still managed to make their way into our household 
despite my mom’s protests. To her dismay, my grandparents surprised 
me with a toy poodle as a Christmas present.  In Texas.  After we drove 
there from Kentucky in a Volkswagen Beetle.  And without my mother’s 
knowledge.

Surprise.  
My mom was not about to tell her parents no thanks, and I was certainly 

ecstatic about my present.  The poodle puppy, now named Fifi, excitedly 
rode back to Kentucky with us.

Fifi was around for years after that. 
I grew up as an only child until age 10 when my brother was born.  It 

could be lonely sometimes.
But Fifi constantly stayed by my side. She slept with me.  I gave her 

baths.  I walked her.  She intently listened while I read pages from books 
or sang songs.

She was my best friend.  
That’s what dogs are known for the most – being man’s best friend.  

They love you without conditions, judgment, or opinions.  They don’t care 
if  you are living in a mansion or a cardboard box.

Dogs don’t care whether you are black, white, brown or red. They don’t 
care if  you are single or married.

All they want is your love and they are forever devoted.
Sadly, Fifi got out of  my yard one day and that was the last I saw of  her.  

I was devastated.  For years, I didn’t get another dog.
I went off  to college, graduated, and became a young adult with 

responsibilities and my own apartment.
Guess you can figure what I did next? Wrong.
I bought a rabbit, and then I bought a cat.
Things, however, just wasn’t the same without a dog around.
I eventually got a white pit bull.  Yes, a pit bull.  I named her Sasha and 

kept her inside my home, with my baby, as a pet.

I know pit bulls have a bad reputation, but it is not the breed.  It is the 
owner, and since I raised her from a puppy, she was one of  the best pets I 
ever owned.

Sasha was protective, loving, sweet, and never once growled.  I never 
felt threatened, nor did any of  my family members.  My friends would 
watch her when I was out of  town.

Besides my children, she was the love of  my life.  She faced much 
criticism and lots of  restrictions – unfairly. 

After 13 years, I was exhausted from defending her breed.  So when 
her health had deteriorated to the point she could no longer stand, a vet 
suggested I put her to sleep.

I cried for days.
I told myself  that I couldn’t do it.  I refused.  Then my dad, the animal 

lover himself, explained that if  I really cared, I would recognize that her 
quality of  life was no longer good.

That convinced me and I, alone, took her to the veterinarian hospital.
While there, I petted her head and stroked her coat.  I told her she was 

a great dog and how I would always treasure our time together.  It was 
because of  her that I felt safe, loved and needed.

By Eleska Aubespin

My Dog Days of  Summer



15Greater Baytown August 2018

Then I kissed Sasha goodbye before they led her away.
Again, I was heart broken. 
I told my children not to go out and get any pets to replace 

Sasha.  I needed time to grieve.
But I missed the company of  a canine and only after a few 

months, found myself  with a Labradoodle, a combination mix 
of  Labrador Retriever and Poodle.

The first, a male, is named Miles Davis.  Second came a female 
named Bob Marley.

Those two dogs reside in my house right now, ages 9 and 10, 
along with our newest addition, Winston.

My daughter walked through the door holding Winston about 
six months ago. He is a Chiweenie, a mix of  Chihuahua and 
Dachshund, and is the smallest of  the three dogs.

Unfortunately, my children know I’m a sucker for animals. 
There are too many, I admit, but they offer me comfort.

And really, I just like having them around.
Besides three dogs, I’m also the owner of  a cat, Candy, and 

two rabbits named Houdini and Shoe.
That love apparently has passed to my children as well.  The 

middle daughter, Layla, wants to be a veterinarian. 
So in all of  my years, dogs have played a major role in my 

childhood memories and in the lives of  family members today.
We love them for all reasons, and I’m sure if  you own dogs 

you already know those reasons.
Meanwhile, here is a toast to the “dog days” of  summer! May 

they be full of  love, life, and certainly your furry four-legged 
friends.

From left: Layla and Amara Jennings pose with the family’s dogs Winston, 
Miles and Marley.

Photos courtesy of Eleska Aubespin
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Each day starts with a goal. The first of  which is to walk the distance from the 
Fred Hartman, from the La Porte side, to the infamous Garth. 

The distance represents 10,000 steps, which equals about 30 minutes of  exercise a 
day — a standard that satisfies the CDC’s recommendation of  at least 150 minutes of  
moderate exercise per week. 

Achieving 10,000 is like choosing the “red pill” from the Wachowski Sibling’s 
1999 blockbuster, “The Matrix.” It submerges you into the world of  fitness and 
technology.  

The wristwatch, if  you can call it that, keeps Baytown native Nelda Garcia, 49, 
engaged with her healthy lifestyle with every buzz, beep and flash. 

“It all started two years ago when I was turning 48 years old,” Garcia said. “And I 
knew I didn’t want to go into my 50s that way because it was just going to be asking 
for trouble.”

With a new “trainer” on her wrist, along with exercise and meal planning, Garcia 
has lost 90 pounds in the course of  two years. 

(281) 573-3339  | 7532 FM 3180 | Baytown, Texas 77523
Mon-Fri:  9:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm

Fitbit helps change Baytown 
woman’s lifestyle 
By Christopher James



17Greater Baytown August 2018

“I probably wasn’t even getting 3,000 steps a 
day before I got the Fitbit,” Garcia said. “And 
as soon as I started using it, I noticed that I was 
walking more, and I wanted to walk more, which 
is all I did for the first six months.” 

“It just helps me want to do better and be 
healthy,” she added.   

Some of  the motivation comes from 
achievements such as the Fred Hartman to 
Garth, the distance of  the Grand Canyon or 
even walking a full marathon. And each time 
she reaches her 10,000, the achievement is 
recognized by a slight vibration on her wrist 
— a daily thrill that gives Garcia the sense of  
(almost) winning the lottery. 

“It motivates me in the sense that I’m always 
trying to beat my previous day and week,” 
she said. “And one of  the first and rewarding 
milestones to achieve was hitting 20 days straight 
of  10,000 steps.”   

“It’s a game changer,” she added. 
But Garcia doesn’t do it alone. When she 

first started using Fitbit, after her employer 
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital offered 
her a Fitbit discount, it was all about getting 
to 10,000. As she progressed so did her goals 
and achievements, leading her to the vast Fitbit 
community. 

Transformation photos of Nelda Garcia.

Grace Women’s Center
  4201 Garth Rd  Ste 290  Baytown   281-422-5535

www.gracewomenscenter.com

You Only 
Have Nine 

Months!

Obstetrics
Our obstetrical services include pre-pregnan-
cy, pregnancy and post-pregnancy care plans 
for both normal and high-risk pregnancies.

Obstetrics Services Include:
• Pre-pregnancy assessment and counseling
• Repeated early pregnancy loss (Recurrent 

miscarriage)
• Early pregnancy genetic counseling
• Low risk pregnancy with the expectation 

of normal uncomplicated birth
• Pregnancy beyond 35 years of age
• High risk pregnancy care; multiple preg-

nancies
• Pregnancy complicated with high blood 

pressure (pre-eclampsia), or diabetes
• Women with pre-existing medical prob-

lems such as thyroid disease, autoimmune 
disorders

• Operative obstetrics, caesarean section
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Just roll with it
Wazabi Sushi Bar serves a wide variety of  fresh and 

savory sushi daily.
One thing that makes this sushi bar unique is that teachers 

can receive happy hour discounts every day on select menu 
items.

The restaurant has happy hour every Tuesday evening, 
customers can receive half  priced bottles of  wines on 
Wednesdays, and military receives a 20% discount.

Wazabi is located at 206 W. Texas Avenue and are open 
from 5-10 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For more 
information please call 281-837-3095 or visit their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/wazabibaytown

Photos by Preslie Cox

Clockwise: The Aye Carumba special roll with sake, an 
edamame appetizer with seaweed salad and sake, a dirty 
martini garnished with green olives, Wazabi owner and 
operator Michelle Jiron prepares a large sashimi entree.
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4507 Garth Rd. Ste. A, 
Baytown, TX 77521
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Personalized Banking
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Chamber of Commerce

Brighter
Business Ahead! WEST 

CHAMBERS 
COUNTY

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com
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The Baytown Sun
281-422-8302

www.baytownsun.com

PEER MMOONTTH!
Reegularr pricee $11..50 peer moonth



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.



Fanta

Chad Ferguson, R.N.

Ashley Dugat, R.N./Clinical Coordinator

Meet our

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

When you walk into the doors of Patients ER, chances are you will see the smiling 
face of Chad Ferguson. Chad defi nitely found his passion as a registered nurse, and 
he has been in the nursing fi eld over 26 years. His motto is to treat every patient like 
a member of his family.

Chad is married to his beautiful wife, Sara, who is also a nurse, and the couple have 
six children between them. In his spare time, Chad enjoys spending time with family 
and friends, fi shing and hunting.

Chad loves coming to work each day and feels right at home at Patients ER.

“I truly feel like I found a work environment that is family oriented. It is really an 
honor to be a part of a great team.” 

When Ashley was a little girl, her grandfather was in a serious accident and required 
around the clock health care.  She remembers the “not so good” treatment that he 
would sometimes receive and decided then that her calling was to help others and 
that she wanted to become a nurse.  Years passed and she married her high school 
sweetheart, Stephen.  When Stephen joined the US Navy, Ashley left Baytown to 
go with her husband to Virginia.  There, she went to nursing school and their family 
began to grow.

In 2009, Ashley and Stephen moved back to Baytown and now have three beautiful 
children Addison, Brock, and Cadence.  Ashley has been a registered nurse for 
over ten years and is currently working on her master’s degree for Family Nurse 
Practitioner.  The ER is where she found her love and true passion. She joined the 
Patients ER family in 2015 as a staff RN and is now Clinical Coordinator.

Ashley says, “It is a privilege to be able to call Patients ER my second home. The fact 
that I get to serve the community I grew up in is amazing, but being able to fi nd a 
work place that is like family to me is icing on the cake!”



Dr. Frybarger grew up along Lake Michigan and attended Rochester 
College and Oakland University to receive his degree in biochemistry. 
He then went on to medical school at Wayne State University in Detroit. 
From there he did a year of residency in orthopedic surgery in Brooklyn, 
and a year of residency in internal medicine in Detroit, but quickly 
realized emergency medicine was his true calling.

Dr. Frybarger was then accepted into the emergency medicine program 
at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. He went on to work in St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital. 

Dr. Frybarger and his wife Kristine, were blessed with the birth of their 
twins and decided it was time to move the family to Texas. Since then 
they have added two more children to the family. They have, Abby (7), 
Jimmy (7), Ellie (5) and Anna (2).

Dr. Frybarger has worked in several ERs in the Houston area, but was 
excited to join the team when the owners at Patients ER recruited him 
to work for the facility. When not working, Dr. Frybarger enjoys running 
half marathons, watching movies and playing video games (especially 
Star Wars), and traveling with his family. 

stic Staff  . . .
James Frybarger, M.D.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, 
for voting us #1 Hometown ER AGAIN!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn



Too often, many say local folks focus on the 
city’s blemishes without recognizing the beauty 
of  Baytown. Sure, there are parts of  town that 
don’t compare to The Taj Mahal or The Great 
Wall of  China, but that doesn’t mean Baytown 
doesn’t have its own wonders.

You may not agree with all of  our admittedly 
subjective choices for Baytown’s seven wonders, 
but we hope that it makes you take a second 
look next time you’re cruisin’ Texas Avenue or 
stuck in traffic near the Fred Hartman Bridge.

Exxon Mobil refinery
The Baytown Refinery is one of  the largest 

refineries in the United States, with a crude oil 
capacity of  584,000 barrels per day. 

Founded in 1919, ExxonMobil’s Baytown 
complex is located on approximately 3,400 acres 
along the Houston Ship Channel. The complex 
produces the building blocks of  many everyday 
items used by Baytonians. If  you’re sipping soda 
or water from a plastic bottle, chances are the 
local refinery played a part in producing the 
materials used to make the container. Other 
common products, including garbage bags, 
carpeting and tires, also come from the plant.

Lee College
Lee College is an integral part of  Baytown, 

providing a first-class education at a low cost to 
residents.

The college was established in 1934 with an 
important vision — to provide an affordable 
education to the community. Once housed on 
the Robert E. Lee High School campus, the 
college now sprawls across 33 acres surrounding 
Bicentennial Park.

Fred Hartman Bridge
If  there’s one thing people from outside 

Baytown associate with the city, it’s probably the 
Fred Hartman Bridge — an architectural great 
that has been featured in national magazines for 
its picturesque beauty.

Built from 1986 to 1995 and dedicated on 
Sept. 27, 1995, the Hartman is one of  only 

two cable-suspension bridges in the Texas 
Department of  Transportation inventory. It 
spans two-and-a-half  miles across the Houston 
Ship Channel and connects Baytown to La 
Porte.

The $117.5 million bridge replaced the 
Baytown Tunnel.

Nature Center, Wetlands Center, 
Goose Creek & Cedar Bayou

With all the natural beauty in the city, naming 
just one location as the biggest “wonder” would 
be difficult.

From the waters of  Goose Creek and Cedar 
Bayou to the city’s educational facilities at the 
Baytown Nature Center and the Eddie V. Gray 
Wetlands Center, you can take your pick — 
Baytown isn’t short on beauty.

Cedar Bayou, which is one of  the largest areas 
for water recreation in the city, has also long 
served as a moneymaker for some of  Baytown’s 
most important industries.

If  you want to combine a good view with a 
bit of  education on the city’s flora and fauna, 
take a trip to the Baytown Nature Center or the 
Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Center.

The nature center, located just off  Bayway 
Drive, boasts 450 acres of  picnic shelters, fishing 
piers, a butterfly garden and a bird sanctuary.

The wetlands center features a variety of  
exhibits, including “Gator World,” which houses 
juvenile alligators and a large wetlands mural. 
It is on Market Street near the banks of  Goose 
Creek.

Historic Oak Tree
Perhaps the most recognizable city landmark 

is a more than 300-year-old oak tree that stands 
proudly in the middle of  West Texas Avenue, 
the heart of  Baytown’s downtown area.

The tree most recently battled deadly 
Formosan termites, but it’s faced a string of  
human predators, too. The county planned to 
cut down the tree and pave over its roots in 
1919, but Price Pruett, who owned the land 
surrounding the tree, kept that from happening.

He made a deal with then-county 
commissioner Charles Massey to grant a right-
of-way on the condition that the tree would be 
allowed to stand until it died a natural death.

The tree remained unharmed until 1929, 
when an open-air jitney crashed into it. A 
passenger was thrown into the tree, crushing 
his skull and dying two days later. His family 
campaigned unsuccessfully to have the tree cut 
down.

Nearly two decades later, Baytown City 
Council voted to remove the tree, but 
Councilman R.H. Pruett — Price Pruett’s son 
— intervened and proposed that Texas Avenue 
be widened around the Oak Tree.

In the latter half  of  the century, other 
accidents and proposals have threatened the 
tree. In 1989, an unknown person poisoned 
the oak with herbicide, nearly killing it before it 
rebounded a year later.

Raceway Park
From the very beginning, the Houston 

(Baytown) Raceway Park has been a family 
affair.

Glenn Angel, along with his brothers Greg 
and Gary, turned a love of  drag racing into 
the 400-acre facility in the early 1980s. General 
manager Seth Angel spent much of  his 
childhood at the park with his father and uncles.

With the NHRA Spring Nationals event each 
spring, more than 100,000 visitors come to the 
park on FM 565, giving a much-needed jolt to 
the local economy.

Stallworth Stadium
Built in 1969, the stadium has since been 

upgraded with a state-of-the art scoreboard 
and FieldTurf  by Goose Creek school district. 
There’s enough room for 16,500 spectators, but 
in 1976, most of  Baytown remembered just one 
— former president Gerald R. Ford.

Ford was in town for the Oct. 29 game where 
the Ganders beat MacArthur, a moment that 
many longtime Baytonians still recall with pride.

Seven wonders of  Baytown
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One man's unexpected journey
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2018 Hurricane Zip-Zone Evacuation Map
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Jarvis Moore was an electric football player for Baytown Lee. His high 
school career ended too soon with a broken leg his senior year. But he 
overcame the adversity to compete at the college level and get his shot at 
the professional ranks. Most importantly, Moore is now winning at the 
game of  life. 

Moore graduated in 2008 as a 5-7, 170 pound running back. He burst 
on the scene as a freshman and became a mainstay in the backfield under 
head coach Dick Olin. 

“I was brought up to start my first game on varsity,” Moore said. “My 
relationships with all my coaches, for me, it was more than just a coach 
and a player. They were all father figures for me.”

Moore broke out his junior season as Lee overcame the loss of  
quarterback Jeremy Moses for most of  the season to make the playoffs. 
Moore remembered a coach arriving at Baytown Lee and the first thing he 
told him was he would rush for over a 1,000 yards.

“We made that become a reality,” Moore said. 
The Ganders came back loaded the next season with high expectations 

— particularly Moore. 
“We had so many great possibilities for our team and for me 

personally,” Moore said. “Our offense was amazing and we were on track 
to become something great. Breaking my leg took me away from all of  
it. That team was everything to me. They were my family. Not being able 
to be on the field, under those lights was very tough. And knowing it was 
my last time playing with them and for the coaches and playing in that 
uniform. It’s hard to explain. Anytime I think of  Lee football, that comes 
to mind.”

Because of  the broken leg, Moore lost almost every offer. He accepted 
an offer to play at Iowa Central Community College in Dodge City, Iowa 
to prove himself. 

“After a brief  stint, I started to second guess whether football was for 
me anymore,” Moore said. “To be honest, I felt like I was wasting my time 
and eligibility there.”

Moore moved to San Antonio to figure out his next move. He thought 
about playing for the new University of  Texas-San Antonio program. 
Former teammate JT Cleveland reached out to him about transferring 
to Sam Houston State. Moses also talked to Moore about transferring to 
Stephen F. Austin. Moore went to SFA but right before the season, found 
out his credits from Iowa did not transfer and held out that season. 

After Moore’s senior year, he was contacted by the Edmonton Eskimos 
and invited to camp. He didn’t have a passport and did not make it. 

At the 2012 NFL Regional Combine, Moore turned in a 4.37 time in the 
40 and was invited to the Seattle Seahawk camp. He bounced around with 
some different teams after being cut and eventually earned a spot on the 
practice team for Edmonton. 

Moore came back for the next regional combine and earned a spot on 
the practice squad for Carolina during its Super Bowl season.

“I was released before the playoffs to make room for another position,” 

he said.”
Moore currently lives in San Antonio. He has two boys, Liam who is six 

and Mason who is two. 
“I chose San Antonio because of  the school district,” Moore said. 

“North East Independent School District is great for academics and 
athletics. 

“I have recently accepted the position of  football operations assistant 
for the new upcoming spring football league, The Alliance of  American 
Football. It is considered to be the developmental league for the NFL. 
There are eight teams and San Antonio is the eighth and final team.”

The season will kick off  in February 2019 and games will be televised 
on CBS and ESPN.

By Michael Pineda

Top: Jarvis Moore 
(right) stands 
in line for the 
National Anthem 
with fellow 
Gander players 
before a football 
game. 
Middle: Jarvis 
Moore runs the 
football during a 
game. Bottom: 
Jarvis Moore 
speaks to a group 
of young football 
players during a 
game.

Jarvis Moore Former Robert E. Lee High School football player
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www.mdweightlosscenter.com

Come in today for a 
FREE skin analysis!
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3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 
Baytown, TX 77521
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Daniel N. Nguyen, MD
Medical Director
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•Laser Hair Removal 
•Body Contouring
•BOTOX/Xeomin
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•Medically supervised weight loss programs
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get 20% off  Procedure Packages.

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

Let us help 
you with your 
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“My mother is probably the 
strongest woman I know. I 
mean, she raised 11 children. 
So I knew something was 
going on when she or the 
neighbor would call me at 
work sometimes several times 
a day because she had locked 
herself  out of  the house again. 
I took her to the doctor, and 
they did a few exams. They 
told me that she had vascular 
dementia, and it was going to 
get progressively worse. It came 
to the point where we had to 
make a decision. We’re not a 
wealthy family, so putting her 
in a nursing home was not an 
option. I finally decided to quit 
working full-time so that I could 
stay with her.

“My aunts — my mom’s two 
sisters — lived just two doors 
down. A couple years later, one 
of  them broke her hip in a car 
accident. While she was in the 
rehabilitation center, the other 
sister came to live with me and 
mom. Two weeks later, that 

sister fell in the middle of  the 
night and broke her hip. She 
went to the same rehab center, 
and the sisters were side by 
side. At that point we made a 
decision that when they were 
ready to leave, they would come 
home and live with me and 
mom. I’ve had all the Daisies 
for three years now.

“Since I’m the only sibling 
that isn’t married and has no 
children, for years I would take 
my mom and my two aunts 
when we would have family get-
togethers. Everybody would ask, 
‘Are you bringing mom and the 
aunts?’ And I would say, ‘Yes, 
I’m driving the Daisies.’ The 
name just kind of  stuck. 

“It can get challenging at 
times with all three. But it’s 
really not a decision at all. 
Culturally, it’s what we do. Your 
elders are very revered. You do 
what you have to do to take care 
of  them. And they’re happy 
together. That’s all that really 
matters.”

Raquel Gonzalez

Raquel Gonzalez also stays busy volunteering with Baytown 
Special Rodeo and Rocking Horse Riders.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light 
on everyday people in the greater Baytown area. Follow along at 
thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.
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Richard
“It was a Friday evening, less 

than 30 minutes before quitting 
time on a project at this plastics 
chemical plant between Bishop 
and Kingsville, Texas. When I went 
to check on things, I found four 
insulators working in the pipe rack 
75 feet up, and not one of  them 
was tied off  or wearing their safety 
harnesses. I called them down 
and chewed them out. Then their 
general foreman walked up to me, 
and I chewed him out, too. I told 
them, safety is not an option out 
here. Not on my watch.

“Later on that evening, it was 
pouring down rain when I started 
driving home to Bishop. There 
was a car maybe 150 yards ahead 
of  me, and I saw the brake lights 
come on. All of  a sudden, I saw an 
object fly up in the air one way and 

something big go the other way. 
I pulled over and got out of  my 
car to check on it, and I saw it was 
that same general foreman. He was 
hitchhiking down this dark road. 
When he got hit, his boots went 
one way and he went the other. He 
ended up face down in a chuckhole 
full of  water.

“It took me a while to get him 
cleaned out to where I could clear 
his throat and start CPR. I was 
able to bring him around. Then 
some guy pulled over and asked 
if  I needed help. I said, ‘Yes sir. I 
need an ambulance quick.’ About 
five minutes later the ambulance 
showed up, and they worked on 
him a little bit more. He was all 
crippled up. Honestly, I didn’t think 
he would make it. I wouldn’t have 
bet a penny that he was going to 

survive.
“Well, it was close to two years 

later when I was sitting in my office 
one day eating lunch. The security 
officer called and said, ‘There’s a 
gentleman here to see you.’ So he 
sends him in. And wouldn’t you 
know it, it was the general foreman 
from that job. He had come up 
there to thank me for saving his 
life. He didn’t remember much 
at all from what happened, so I 
guess someone told him. He had 
gone through all kinds of  medical 
stuff  and rehab. He had problems 
with his hips and legs, but he was 
working again for another company. 
That’s one of  those stories that 
really sticks with you. That’s one I’ll 
never forget.”

Richard spent nearly 50 years with Brown and Root, traveling the world doing OSHA-related work.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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“Back in 1999, I got really sick. I spent 10 days in the hospital with 
extremely excruciating stomach pain before they figured out what was 
wrong with me. It’s a condition called porphyria. I’m missing an enzyme 
in my blood. There have been men who have gone in the crazy house 
over it because it affects their mind. For me, it was in the form of  severe 
abdominal pain. I couldn’t eat. I got down to 87 pounds. I was suffering 
from insomnia. This had gone on for months. And that’s when I 
decided I was going to end my life. I just couldn’t live like that anymore. 
I was just like, I’m done. 

“That night, I was crying in the living room, telling my husband at the 

time I was sorry for what I had to do. I told him that he had to take care 
of  the boys and explain to them that it’s not their fault. When he went 
to work and the kids went to school the next morning, I was going to 
kill myself. But this is how I know there’s a God, and he won’t give you 
more than you can bear. Because that night, I actually fell asleep. And 
when I woke up, I was pain free. 

“Although I’m still missing the enzyme, the condition has never come 
back. But that whole experience really gives me empathy for people who 
suffer with some kind of  acute illness. What I went through, I wouldn’t 
wish on anybody.”

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

Anne Stewart

Anne Stewart and her husband are heavy industrial carpenters. They live in an RV and travel from job to job.



33Greater Baytown August 2018

MEET 
YOUR 
REALTOR

Holly Jackson
Broker/Owner

(281) 615-8410
www.hollyjackson.net
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Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523
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Melanie
Wingate
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Sherril Bates

281-381-5696

Broker/Owner

sbatesrealtor@aol.com

Residential and Commercial 
Specialist 
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Cassandra 
Davenport

(281) 639-0763
REALTOR®

sandydaven@verizon.net
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Cathy Loftin 281-425-8041
Dean West 281-425-8009
Carol Skewes 281-425-8000
Lisette Munoz 281-425-8036

www.baytownsun.com
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Heartwarming & 

Handwritten
Letters from stranger lift 

breast cancer patients
Local online trainer

Mouth Full 
of Yum!
RSS grad pens cookbook

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com REAL ESTATE AGENT

Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR

l hh kk

I WILL LIST AND 
SELL YOUR HOME!
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1. I was born in Los Angeles, California. 

2. I grew up in a one-parent household most of my childhood. 

3. I began dating my wife at the age of 18. We have been married 
for 16 years and have three children. 

4. I am a geography buff. 

5. I enjoy reading real life crime novels. 

6. I am a picky eater, and I don't like my food to touch on the 
same plate. 

7. I cried the first time I watched Beauty and the Beast. 

8. I don't believe the Dallas Cowboys are America's team. GO 
TEXANS!! 

9. I started my law enforcement career with the Harris County 
Constables Office Precinct 6.  

10. I enjoy working with our youth to encourage positive 
behaviours and decisions.

Anthony Alfaro
Goose Creek CISD Police Chief

10 things you 
didn’t know about

Vision

The Goose Creek CISD Police Department will be recognized as a leader 
in campus public safety practices, committed to integrity, service and 
excellence, while supporting the diverse and dynamic campus community's 
pursuit of academic goals in an environment free of crime and the 
fear of crime by demonstrating resolve to develop a creative, forward-
thinking, effective, and efficient workforce dedicated to raising our level of 
excellence to meet the challenges of tomorrow. 

Mission
 
The mission of the Goose Creek CISD Police Department is to effectively 
and efficiently provide for the protection of lives and property, preserve 
the public peace, and with the highest level of professionalism and ethical 
standards, provide the central and campus administration specialized 
services, strengthening their ability to prepare students for the changes and 
challenges of the future.
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Dr. Tom Kelchner welcomed guests to the Rotary Club of  
Baytown Scholarship luncheon at Baytown Community Center 
recently. He said, “The Rotary Club is very proud of  our support 
of  youth.” 

He read a description of  the late Charles White, who was the 
inspiration of  the scholarship in his name to honor “Service 
Above Self ” in graduating students, and an award was accepted 
by Jim Ferris in honor of  the Charles White Family.

Kelchner recognized Mr. and Mrs. Bob Kalbitz for their 
ongoing Interact Scholarships each year. They traveled to the 
ceremony from their home in Boerne, Texas.

Bob Kalbitz was the longest serving secretary of  the Rotary 
Club of  Baytown. 

Scholarship chairperson Jessica Watkins introduced the 
scholarship recipients, before the principals of  each high school 
read about their respective valedictorian and salutatorian.

• Kimberly Fonseca, 1st Generation to attend college from 
Impact Early College High School will attend Lamar 
University.

• Victoria Chang, 1st Generation to attend college from 
Sterling High School will attend University of  Texas - 
Austin.

• Zada Blackshear, 1st Generation to attend college from 
REL will attend Texas A&M University.

• Divya Singh, Bob Kalbitz Interact Scholarship for Impact 
Early College High School will attend Texas A&M 
University.

• Klarrissa Garza, Bob Kalbitz Interact Scholarship for REL 
will attend University of  Texas – Austin.

• Natoya Inglis, Bob Kalbitz Interact Scholarship at large 
will attend University of  Texas – Tyler.

• Paris Van Natta, Bob Kalbitz Interact Scholarship at large 
for REL will attend Lee College.

• Caleb Houseman, Bob Kalbitz Interact Scholarship at 
large for REL will attend Sam Houston State University.

• Ariana Gonzales, Charles White Service Above Self  for 

Impact will attend University of  Houston.
• Christopher Garcia, Charles White Service Above Self  for 

REL will attend Texas A&M University.

Congratulations Rotary Scholars

Above: Rotarian Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Ferris accepted an 
award for the Charles White Family

Top photo: 2018 Rotary Scholars, Valedictorians and 
Salutorians

Photos by Carol Skewes
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Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)
281-385-1200

Building Design & Planning

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-From trophies to plaques-

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

1214 Massey Tompkins, Baytown
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com

1214 Masse Tompkins Ba to n
myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • AppreciateRecognize • Personalize • Reward • Appreciate

WWEEEE VVVVVEEEEE GGGGGOOOTTTTT YYYYYOOOOOUUUU CCCCCOOOOOVVVVVEEEERRRREEEEDD!

www.awards-engraving.com
281-420-1299

Dr. Tom Kelchner, Bob Kalbitz and Past Rotary Club President 
Nick Woolery

Vals & Sals
 

Impact Early College High School Valedictorian: Divya Singh
Impact Early College High School Salutatorian: Chyna Lewis
Ross S. Sterling High School Valedictorian: Ayush Agrawal
Ross S. Sterling High School Salutatorian: Havi Nguyen
REL High School Valedictorian: Kayla Contreras
REL High School Salutatorian: Klarissa Garza
Goose Creek Memorial High School Valedictorian: Trenton Carr
Goose Creek Memorial High School Salutatorian: Gabrielle 

Cabigquez
Baytown Christian Academy Valedictorian: Lauren Cumberbath
Baytown Christian Academy Salutatorian: Cole Turner

2018-2019 Rotary International Theme
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1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.
We asked our readers to submit photos of  their 

dogs dressed up to be featured in our Dog Days of  
Summer photo page. 

The September issue will feature everything 
outdoors, so send us what you do outdoors for fun.

Email Preslie Cox at preslie.cox@baytownsun.com.

Dog Days Best Dressed

7. 8. 9.
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1. Chloe (left), PeeWee, Chance, Lennie, and Huey Louis - owned by Wanda and Robert Carter.  2. Carlton - owned by 
Taylor Baker 3. Rusty - owned by Winston and Brenda Gardner 4. Tara - owned by Robyne Golde 5. Cheddar - owned by 
Mirtha Morales 6. Nola - owned by Christy Clement 7. Archie - owned by Preslie Cox 8. Lexi - owned by Stormy Boyd 9. Bella 
Marie - owned by Lauren Woods 10. Swazye - owned by Megan Swaney  11. Jett - owned by Lauren and Tyler Guilbeau 12. 
Lexi - owned by Linda Fayle 13. Rosie - owned by GenaUtzman 14. Emma - owned by Mallory Nailon 15. Marley - owned by 
Jeannette Young 16. Marley - owned by D'Laine and Skye Smith 

10.

14.

11.

12. 13.

16.15.
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July 4th Celebration

1. 2.

3.

The City of  Baytown hosted the annual Independence Day celebration over two days 
at Bicentennial Park on Market Street at Lee Drive in Baytown, July 3-4.

The City of  Baytown never 
disappoints with the annual 
Independence Day two-day celebration. 
Over the two-day celebration, Baytown 
received between 2 and 4 inches of  rain 
that nearly canceled a performance by 
Dennis DeYoung and the music of  Styx 
Tuesday. 

“If  you stayed, it was just awesome,” 
said Johnson. “We worked all day long 
just trying to get something in, and it 
looked bleak at times.” 

Despite the weather woes, Dennis 
DeYoung delivered a memorable perfor-
mance. 

According to the National Weath-
er Service, the 4th of  July in Houston 
was the wettest on record as heavy rain 
inundated streets and parks. The National 

Weather Service said 4.19 inches of  rain 
was recorded at Bush Intercontinental 
Airport while about 8 inches fell in other 
areas. The previous record was 3.49 inch-
es, which was set in 1942. 

The concert series continued July 4 at 
Bicentennial Park along with the parade 
and a finale of  fireworks. 

This year’s parade winners were 
John’s Trim Shop for Best Antique Car 
(1950-1970); Baytown Fire Department 
1935 Mac Truck for Best Antique Car 
(pre 1949); St. John’s United Methodist 
Church was dubbed Best Church; Pilot 
Club of  Baytown earned Best Club/
Organization; H-E-B earned Parade 
Coordinator Trophy; Star Studded Squad 
earned Best Walking/Marching group; 
Baytown Fire Department got Best Fire 
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4. 5.

7.

1. Judy and Steve Edds  2. George Gonzales 3. Wyatt Cox, 1  4. Robert and Vicki Turnipseed  5. Norman Anderson on Tex 
(left) and Nathan Brown on Tabasco 6. Amanda Gesford and Chris Washburn with Community Toyota 7. Arron Garcia and 
his granddaughter Evalyn Grace

Photos by Preslie Cox

Truck; VFW Post 912 earned Best Military Vehicle-Vietnam 
era; Robert Carrizales had the Best Military Vehicle-WWII era; 
Street Soldierz Dirty Bay got Best Motorcycle; Baytown Fire 
Marshal’s Office received Best Decorated vehicle; San Jacinto 
Battleground Speedway received Best Miniature Vehicle and 
Gulf  Coast Friends of  NRA got Best Decorated Float.  

The night ended with the fireworks show conducted by Py-
rotecnico fireworks. After the show was over, Johnson made 
it a point to tell Mack McCullough, who was in charge of  the 
fireworks, that “it was the best show ever.” 

Christopher James

6.
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2018 Don’t mess with
Texas Trash-Off

Photos courtesy of Aarushi Shukla

The "Talking Trash... Don't Mess with Baytown... Texas Trash Off" was held on July 
14. Volunteers working across three collection sites, Talkin' Trash collected 520 cubic 
yards of  trash and debris, enough to fill up 13 roll-away collection units. "This event 
was the largest Talkin' Trash event we've had," Keep Baytown Beautiful president Scott 
Shely said. "I am proud of  our athletes, service clubs, Faith Family Church volunteers, 
cheerleaders, Stars, student councils, Key Clubs, Interact Clubs and the KBB Board for 
making this happen."
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United Way of Greater Baytown 
Area and Chambers County

Annual Meeting, Lee College Rundell Hall Conference Center

Stacie Fulton and Bethany Credeur of B. Credeur, 
CPA, LLC and Andrea Mclemore of Communities in 
Schools

Dr. Dennis Brown of Lee 
College, Becky Chalupa of 
Houston Methodist San Ja-
cinto Hospital and United 
Way of Greater Baytown 
Area and Chambers Coun-
ty Chairperson Patti O’Neill

Nicholas Graham and Jennifer Walsh are 
incoming board members for United Way of 
Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County

Dr. Ruth Rechis of 
M.D. Anderson 

Cancer Center and 
the Be Well Baytown 

program

Guido Persiani explained the work of the Baytown 
Area & Chambers County Disaster Recovery board, 

working to provide home rebuilds and repairs for the 
disabled and elderly

The opening 
prayer was led 
by United Way 
board member 
Lola Robinson.

Photos by Carol Skewes

www.unitedwaygbacc.org




